Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Apologies that the link to the Forum seminar on 16th March 'Getting deer management in the Highlands right' wasn't open when I sent the last newsletter -  undoubtedly my fault.
Consultations
· An updated marine litter strategy for Scotland. Closes 22 March
· SEPA consultation, on managing sea lice. Closes 14 March
News
· 'Scotland's Nature Fate hangs in the balance 

· '

 HYPERLINK "https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/scotlands-biodiversity-crisis-will-scottish-government-put-its-money-where-its-mouth-is-dougie-peedle-3542483" \t "_blank" Scotland's biodiversity crisis: 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/scotlands-biodiversity-crisis-will-scottish-government-put-its-money-where-its-mouth-is-dougie-peedle-3542483" \t "_blank" Will the Scottish government put its money where its mouth is?  

· Salmon and Trout Conservation on SEPA’s proposals for managing sea lice 
· Bid to extend protection for rare fish 'nurseries'
· Climate change: UK plants now flowering a month earlier
· Chopping, twisting, felling: the unruly way to rewild Scotland’s forests
· Record response from Park residents to Cairngorms National Park Partnership Plan public consultation 

· Britain's cranes have most successful year since 1600s
Briefing
· Attached is a presentation about Environmental Standards Scotland, which was established last October. 
· About Doughnut Economics A useful summary and clear explanation
Research
· Streetlights reduce moth populations
· A bioenergetics approach to understanding sex differences in the foraging behaviour of a sexually monomorphic species (gannets) 

· New research reveals UK plants are flowering earlier
Citizen Science
· Look out for Northern February red stonefly
Funding
· Capercaillie management grant scheme in the Cairngorms National Park for land that might hold ‘quick wins’ for capercaillie.
· Future Woodlands Scotland - Research and Innovation Grants up to £10K. Closing date end Feb (and end Sept)
Blogs
· Plastic@bay: A net story
· Health Walks offer people-centered community support. Includes info on the Tongue health walks and other Think Nature Health Walks around the Highlands
· Little house on the bog - some good ideas from Flanders Moss NNR
Podcast
· Paths for All have a new podcast on Walking for health, wellbeing and the environment
Video
· Bunloit rewilding: Natural Capital Report Webinar 

· Climate Change Resilient Rivers in the Cairngorms National Park
Volunteering
· Facilitator with ScCAN (Scottish Communities CLimate Action Network). Help facilitate their Climate Conversations programme. No deadline, but limited spaces. 

· 11 Feb Cairngorms Capercaillie Project- Practical Volunteering Day
Paid interns
Wester Ross Fisheries Trust have two paid training placements of 12 weeks starting 1 March 2022 for the Working with Rivers Training Placement Scheme (a NatureScot Project). Individuals will access training and high quality, on-the-job experience, particularly in river restoration, natural flood management, control of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) and riparian woodland creation. Email admin@wrft.org.uk with your details and qualifications. Interviews will be arranged in February.
Jobs
· West Sutherland Fisheries Trust, Assistant Biologist. Closing date 11 Feb
· Cairngorms Connect Community Learning Officer, Permanent, part-time. Closing date 14 Feb 
· Highland Community Waste Partnership – Project Officer. 3-years, part-time. Closing date 18 feb
· DATE EXTENSION - Forres Friends of Woods and Fields. Development Worker – part time Contract for six months. Closing date 21 Feb.  

· Salmon & Trout Conservation, Farmed Salmon Campaign Manager. 3-year contract. Closing date 20 Feb
· Paths for All, Walking for Health Development Officer. Closing date 21 Feb 

· Scottish Woodlands, Graduate Development Programme. Closing date 22 Feb 

· Scotland: The Big Picture, Communications & Campaigns Manager. Closing date 25 Feb
· RSPB, Peatland Project Manager, Forsinard. Closing date 25 Feb 

· Forestry and Land Scotland, Landscape Architect. Closing date 27 Feb
Events
February
Spring into action with Plantlife - lots of plant-related talks and webinars throughout February

26th Feb - 8th March Coigach and Assynt Living Landscape mini- festival of books, music and stories, in-person and online

· 9 Feb @ 19.00 A Pine Marten's Year, High Life Highland Countryside Rangers 

· 9 Feb @ 11.00 - 13.00 The Historic Environment in Community Woodlands Workshop 

· 9 Feb @ 18.00 - 19.15 The future of seafood in a changed ocean

 HYPERLINK "https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-future-of-seafood-in-a-changed-ocean-tickets-182806999657?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch" \t "_blank"  by Institute for Policy Research (IPR)

· 9 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.30  Agroforestry: Benefits of Hedges and Riparian Buffers
· 9 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00 Rewilding and Scotland’s Moorlands: a discussion 

· 18 Feb @ 13.00 to 14.00 More Than Just Fish Food:The Ecosystem Services Provided by Aquatic Insects, from Craig MacAdam, 

· 23 Feb @ 09.00 - 14.00, Practical Skills Solutions for a Changing Climate, Lantra Scotland 

· 24 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00,  Woodland Creation for Biodiversity: What to consider? Practical examples 

· 28 Feb @ 19.00 - 20.00: No Dig Gardening with Charles Dowding, Lairg & District Learning Centre

March
· 16 March @ 10.00 - 12.30 : Forum seminar on Getting deer management in the Highlands right. Jointly promoted by Highland Environment Forum and the Wester Ross Biosphere Nature group. Find out more and book here
· 19 March to 5 April Discovering Beetles, FSC online course

· 22 Mar @ 09.30 - 15.30 British Dragonfly Society Spring Meeting
April
· 1 April @ 13.00 to 14.00 Polling the Pollinators: Taking part in the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme
· 13th April - 18th May Field Studies Council online - Discovering Bees 
May
· 1-30th May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths
With regards,
 
Caroline
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The Highland Environment Forum (HEF) was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year, organise annual biodiversity and invasive species conferences, and set up working groups as required.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and NatureScot
